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CETI Team Member Names:   
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Host Information 
Middle School Attached to Zhongshan University (Sun Yat-Sen University) in 

Guangzhou 
 
Teaching dates: July 10-20, 2008 
 
Middle School Attached to Guangxi Normal University 
 
Teaching dates: July 21-30, 2008 
 
Guilin Experimental High School Attached to Capital Normal University 
 
 
Teaching dates: August 1-14, 2008 
 
 
Introduction 

The purpose of the MIT CETI program is to promote cultural exchange, teach science 
to high school or university students, and improve English skills among the students.  
We arrived in China in June and spent the month travelling around China, since our 
first teaching engagement wasn’t until July 10.  We traveled to 17 cities (Beijing, 
Xi’an, Chongqing, Wuhan, Shanghai, Hangzhou, Zhoushan, Xiamen, Hong Kong, 
Macau, Guangzhou, Guilin, Beihai).  During our travels, we realized how diverse and 
culturally-different China really is.  We had a lot of adventures, some good, some bad, 
but overall wholesome experiences.  After one month of traveling, it was finally time 
to start teaching at our first school. 

Guangzhou (Middle School Attached to Zhongshan University) 
 We were very excited to begin teaching.  Our contact MingKo Guo picked us up 
from the middle of nowhere with big welcoming signs.  He set us up in the international 
students dormitory/hotel, which was generous of him because we all got our own rooms.  
Our first day started off with a formal welcoming ceremony.  The students were all very 
shy and were nervous about speaking English in front of the entire class.  We started off 
our first lesson with an ice-breaker that did not work.  Brian then started teaching his first 
physics lesson, which left both the teachers and students in confusion because the 
students had never taken physics before and spoke less English than we had anticipated.  
But we quickly adapted and went on to do a hands-on balloon chemistry lesson.  At this 
point, we realized that we would have to do mainly hands-on experiments and games 
with these students.  Some games we played repeatedly were Mafia, Ghost, and musical 
chairs.  Day by day, the students’ English was improving and they were less shy about 



speaking in large groups.  We also got to know the staff at the school pretty well.  They 
treated us to lunch every day after class and assigned an English teacher to help us 
throughout the day. 
 Throughout our 10 day teaching stay at Guangzhou, we taught a variety of hands-
on science-related activities in the fields of physics, chemistry, and biology.  We did an 
egg-drop experiment and a kinematics demonstration.  We also did the “unpoppable 
balloon” lesson, dancing raisins, and a DNA extraction.  Some other activities that we 
developed while we were there included debates, skits, “show n’ tell,” a recycling and 
robot experiment.   
 Some challenges we faced here was a large class size and students who couldn’t 
speak English that well.  The students at this school are taught in Mandarin, and not 
Cantonese as we were led to believe.  So in the future, CETI does not have to send a 
Cantonese-speaking person to this school; a Mandarin speaker would have no problems 
here.  But overall, we enjoyed our stay here.  Our hosts were very hospitable; they held a 
good-bye ceremony for us in which all our students put on individual performances, 
exchanged gifts, and diplomas.   
 
 Guilin – High School Attached to Guangxi Normal University 
 After an interesting night on a 13 hour train ride on hard seats (Brian and Javi), 
we arrived at our Guilin school.  We met Ivy, who was our English teacher facilitator 
throughout our entire stay at this school  (Zoey, the woman who has been the facilitator at 
this school for CETI was busy, so we didn’t meet her while we were there.)  The students 
at this school had a pretty good command of English and were familiar with all the 
subjects we were teaching.  We did a lot of cultural activities including a mock 
Thanksgiving feast.  We repeated a lot of the same science activities, but used a lot more 
explanations to support what we were doing because their English was good.  In the  
afternoons, we had activities that allowed us to really get to know the students. One night 
we watched the movie, “Mean Girls” and then went out to dinner with most of the 
students. After dinner we “hung out” in the city center, ate ice-cream and played video 
games at the local arcade. We also were invited by some of the female students to eat a 
home-cooked meal at their English teacher’s home where we also enjoyed the company 
of the wildcats from “High School Musical.” One of the best experiences at the second 
Guilin school was going to one of the students’ (Candy’s) house to make dumplings with 
some of the students. This year marks Candy’s second summer of participation in the 
MIT CETI program. Originally, Ms. Tang (the director) wanted a very structured 
teaching schedule where we teach for 40 minute periods, take a 15 minute break, and 
repeat this period schedule 2x each day.  But this wasn’t very conducive to our activities 
because we would need more than 40 minutes to explain and carry out the activity.  In the 
end, we were able to structure our class time around our activities and give breaks when 
we were done with a lesson.  Ivy took us out to lunch at a nice restaurant every day after 
class.   
 At the end of our teaching period session, we went on a trip with the kids, Ivy, 
and Ms. Tang to Yangshuo, a very famous tourist attraction near to Guilin. The trip was a 
big success and a lot of fun. We spent 2 days of quality fun getting to know the students 
even more. By the end we did not want to have to say goodbye. But sadly, we had to. We 
had a final farewell luncheon where we were honored with gifts of stuffed animals.  
Overall, the first Guilin school was a big success. The students’ English speaking and 
science related abilities greatly contributed to this. This school is definitely a school that 



should continue to actively participate in the CETI program! The students and teachers 
expressed a huge interest in the return of MIT students to their school. 
 
Guilin Experimental High School Attached to Capital Normal University 
Immediately after our return from Yangshuo, we met with James from the Guilin 
Experimental High School. He drove us the thirty minutes from the city center to the 
school’s campus. The school itself was the nicest we had visited during our summer, 
complete with athletic facilities and lakeside scenery. They were clearly very excited 
about the program, providing us with two teachers’ apartments and a somewhat 
overwhelming schedule. The main challenge at this second Guilin school was the 
miscommunication about our teaching intentions. The administrators wanted us to teach 
three groups of one hundred students a night for forty minutes each. We were only able to 
manage this schedule for a couple days before switching to smaller groups. The school 
wanted to dissuade us from changing the class structure in an effort to be fair to all the 
students and to accommodate for other classes and teachers, but we eventually told them 
that we needed smaller classes in order for our program to be a success. Once we had 
worked out these scheduling issues, the rest of the program went quite smoothly. We 
were able to take the lessons we had learned at our first school in Guangzhou and apply 
them to the similar situation. Again, the classes were fairly large, and the students spoke 
less English than expected. As a result, we focused on our hands-on activities, 
emphasizing the egg drop and DNA extraction. We also introduced a volcano-building 
experiment to teach basic chemical reactions.  
 
 This school was most unique because our housing was in the same dormitory as 
the other students. With such short classes, it was difficult to get to know the students, so 
we often found them visiting us outside of class. On one occasion, eight students showed 
up unexpectedly, and we had to scramble to accommodate them. It was a nice experience 
for both of us, though, allowing us to interact outside of the classroom setting. The same 
students returned the next night, and we exchanged gifts in anticipation of our separation. 
Overall, the school was very accommodating and friendly, but the communication barrier 
made scheduling somewhat challenging.  
 
 Overall, our summer, we feel was a huge success. All three schools happily 
accepted us. Although there were some miscommunication challenges, through our hard 
work and the schools’ cooperation, everything seemed to work out in the end. We had a 
lot of fun this summer and are very grateful to the MIT CETI program and MISTI for 
giving us this great opportunity. We were lucky enough to visit China in one of the most 
beautiful and exciting times in Chinese history. CHINA WE LOVE YOU! 
 
Curriculum 
Kinematics, egg drop, build as tall a tower as you can with limited materials 
Unpoppable balloon, dancing raisins, star sticks, pressure jug, erupting volcano 
DNA extraction, PTC paper, build cell model, build DNA bead model 
Debates (Guilin vs. Beijing for Olympics) (video games, ping pong, basketball), talk 

about culture, show and tell, trash project + market yourself, skits 
 
Advice for future CETI groups: 
*The summer camps for the Guangzhou and Guilin High School (attached to Guangxi 
University) overlap.  In Guangzhou, the earliest you can start teaching is July 10.  



Guilin’s summer camp is from July 12-25 (same as last year).  Guilin’s summer holiday 
starts in July, so June is not an option.  Guangzhou not available for August.  To teach a 
full 2 weeks at each school, you need to send separate teams.  Alternatively, split 
teaching period into 10 days at each school and one team can go to both schools (as is 
what happened with us).   
*Guangzhou school’s students and staff all speak Mandarin!  MingKo Guo understands 

some Cantonese, but doesn’t speak it.  Some students speak Cantonese, but they also 
speak Mandarin.  But the rest of them speak mainly Mandarin.  CETI can send a 
Mandarin native-speaker student here next year and shouldn’t encounter any 
problems.*  

*High School Attached to Capital Normal University (James’ school): Don’t set up 
teaching dates at the same time that they have regular class.  Do they even have a 
summer camp period???  Native speaker would be very helpful here because 
students’ English speaking skills are not quite as good.  


